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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent hi the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Scordato et al. 
(4,821,586). 

Re claims 1 and 4, as depicted in figs. 1, 2, and 6, Scordato et al. discloses 
a piston (23) actuated in a cylinder (e.g., cylindrical barrel section 21) by a motor 
(61) (Col. 3, lines 6-9; Col. 4, lines 35-37). Scordato et al. discloses a control 
system (e.g., control unit 1 1) enabling the piston (23) to be moved under a given 
pipetting function (Col. 2, lines 49-68). Scordato et al. setting keys {e.g., 
combination of program key (100) for selection pipette operation , yes key (102), 
no key (101), and exit key (103) for enabling the technician to select another 
operation mode} for selecting the desired pipetting function (e.g., pipetting 
operation selected from liquid dispensing operation, multi-dispense operation, 
dilute mode, and titration operation (Col. 2, lines 59-62; Col. 6, lines 3-11; Col. 9, 
lines 20-23). As depicted in figs. 6, and 9-14, Scordato et al. discloses selecting a 
pipette mode operation (1-6) by pressing/activating the yes key (102) on the 
control unit (1 1). By pressing/activating the yes key (102), the program advances 
to the next step or stage (Col. 6, lines 50-55) (See figs 9-14). Therefore the yes 
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key (102) functions as a switch for activation the function steps when depressed 
as claimed. Scordato et al. discloses the control system (e.g., control unit 11) 
comprises a change function (e.g., selection of another pipette operation mode) 
whose activation (e.g., pressing the exit key (103)) allows a selected function 
(e.g., pipette operation mode) to be changed (e.g., enabling the technician to 
selecting another pipette operation mode) in the course of operation (any time 
during the pipetting operation) (e.g., exit key (103) enabling the technician to 
select another pipette operation) (Col. 9, lines 20-23). Scordato et al. discloses 
when the change function (e.g., selection of another pipette operation mode) can 
be activated (e.g., pressing exit key (103), the operation of a given setting key 
changes (the display (15) query "1 the Dispensing Mode the enable the technician 
to select another pipetting operation mode). Scordato et al. discloses the changed 
operation of the setting key (e.g., program key (100)) is shown on the display (15) 
(Col. 9, lines 20-23). Scordato et al. discloses the changed operation of the setting 
key (e.g., program key (100)) is activated by depressing this setting key (e.g., yes 
key (102)). 

Re claim 2, Scordato et al. discloses the change function comprises 
switching from the selected pipetting function (e.g., pipetting operation mode) to 
another (Col. 9, lines 20-23). 

Re claims 3 and 5, Scordato et al. discloses the setting keys (101, 103, 
102) include at least one selection key (e.g., program key (100) for selection 
pipette operation, and a yes key 102). 
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Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TAMIKO D. BELLAMY whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2190. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams can be reached on (571) 272-2208. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Tamiko Bellamy 
/TB/ 

December 17, 2008 
/Hezron Williams/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2856 



